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creed was battling with creed, and the old world was
crumbling away, and the old culture was ebbing,
and a new society was being founded, one thing
remained constant, the political faith of the Medi-
terranean nations. Virgil, the poet and prophet
of the young Empire, guides the steps of Dante in
his visionary pilgrimage.3

The barbarian world was full of freedom and anarchy.
Tacitus, who wrote his account of Germany from full
knowledge, remarks that many of the tribes were
kingless, and that where Kings existed their powers
were strictly limited. The affairs of the tribe were
governed by the assemblage of freemen ; the dooms
were popular; the system of cultivation common
and extensive, and exhibiting a sharp contrast to the
intense several cultivation of the Italian olive-yard or
fruit-garden. But as these Teutonic tribes found their
way into the Roman Empire and established them-
selves in the Roman shell, their polities, partly from
the needs of the situation, but partly from conscious
reflection of the Roman model, assumed more and more
the monarchical form and divested themselves more
and more of their democratic character. The
successful chieftain becomes a King, and sometimes
claims titles drawn from the magnificent vocabulary
of Byzantium. Goths and Vandals, Franks and
Saxons practise their clumsy monarchies before the
broken mirror of the Roman Empire.

Great as was the influence of Rome, it combined
with instincts and traditions derived from dim
Teutonic antiquity. The Anglo-Saxon alliterative
verse, the old German epics, the chansons de geste,
depict an heroic age of which fighting is the main
business, and are full of that spirit of hero-worship